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Upcoming Events

Find Tesla Takedown events in the Puget Sound area here.
Find 50501 events here.
Ongoing: Help immigrants in Kitsap County by donating to the Kitsap Immigrant
Assistance Center. They need rice, beans, diapers, tampons and deodorant.
Email protectpeople@indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org to arrange drop offs
on Bainbridge Island. HelpHouse and Fishline are low on donations, too!

May 17, 2 pm to 4 pm, Eagle Harbor Congregational Church, Indivisible
Bainbridge Island meeting. Please bring donations for KIAC or local food
pantries.
May 20 to May 26, Boycott Walmart, again, organized by organized by People's
Union USA.
May 20, 3 pm to 5 pm PDT, Call Voters in Swing Districts, Hold Republicans
Accountable! Includes training. Hosted by Activate America. RSVP
May 21, Noon to 1:30 pm, Sign-waving for American democracy at the
intersection of 305 and Winslow Way. Bring your sign or use a spare. We wave
for honks!
May 21, 2 pm to 3:30, Postcards on Wednesday, upstairs at the T&C. Email
postcards@indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org to get on the reminder list.
May 22, Noon PDT, Zoom, "What's the Plan? A Weekly Discussion with
Indivisible's Co-Founders." RSVP
May 23, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, Federal Building Fridays, Jackson Federal
Building, hosted by Troublemakers.
May 23, 12:45 pm to 2:15 pm, Corner of Viking Way and Finn Hill Rd, Poulsbo,
End the Occupation/Free Palestine sign-waving.

https://indivisible.org/resource/indivisible-offense-introduction
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o1gSdFWIUpw41O5zbaxedVsr6Xik5XpPd9FwqvXYu40/edit?tab=t.0
https://actionnetwork.org/event_campaigns/teslatakedown?zipcode=98392&country=US&title_search=&start_date_threshold=&end_date_threshold=
https://www.fiftyfifty.one/events
mailto:protectpeople@indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org
https://thepeoplesunionusa.com/
https://thepeoplesunionusa.com/
https://www.mobilize.us/activateamerica/event/776775/?followup_modal_context=organization_newsletter_custom_recommendations
mailto:postcards@indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org
https://www.mobilize.us/indivisible/event/773746/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=_20250428
https://www.troublemakerscommunity.org/events/federal-building-fridays-sbzsn-7xh5s-r85e2-mtzyj


May 24, 1 to 4 pm, Free Training for Non-Violent Action provided by Patty
Lyman, member of Fellowship of Reconciliation in person and on Bainbridge
Island, but the location is TBD. Indivisible is committed to non-violent protest.
This training is an opportunity to deepen and reinforce this commitment. Email
the Safety Team with questions or to RSVP.
May 24, 1 pm to 3 pm, Rally in Support of Veteran's Healthcare. Assemble at
4800 Beacon Ave. S.  More info here.
May 25, 11 am, Poulsbo Waterfront Park, Worth Fighting For Rally and March
June 6, 1:30 pm PDT, Zoom, Politics with David Harrison, founder and executive
director of the Northwest Policy Center at the University of Washington. Now
retired, Harrison gives his view of what's happening in Washington, D.C. in these
monthly Zoom calls.
June 6, 2 pm EDT, Rally With America's Veterans on the National Mall in
Washington, D.C. Hosted by Unite for Veterans Coalition. More info here.
June 7, 12 pm to 2:30 pm, Standing Together for Democracy, a gathering of local
pro-democracy groups at the Lynwood Theater, 4569 Lynwood Center Rd NE,
BI. More info here. RSVP
June 9, 7 pm, WIN Monthly meeting. RSVP
June 11, 1 pm to 2 pm, Bimonthly Zoom call with Rep. Adam Smith's Staff.
RSVP
June 14, Indivisible Bainbridge Island's next BIG EVENT.
June 14, 11 am to 3 pm, Juneteenth Freedom Festival and People's March in
Bremerton.
June 21, Bainbridge Pride Festival

Things you can do right now - Call our senators and representative or use
5Calls.org.

Call our senators and tell them to sponsor S.1297, the "Fair Day in Court for
Kids Act." Trump recently termination a contract that provided legal services for
approximately 26,000 unaccompanied children who appear in immigrant court.
Now, children as young three-years-old are appearing in immigration court
without legal representation. Sen. Hirono's bill aims to correct that by requiring
legal representation in immigration court proceedings.
More things you can do daily here.

Good News!

A Democrat is now the mayor of Omaha, NE, a position that's been held by a
Republican for over a decade. To top it off, the new mayor, John Ewing, is Black.
Susan Collins (R-ME) is running for a sixth term in 2026 when she'll be 73
years old. A University of New Hampshire survey released at the end of
April showed that 71 percent of respondents do not believe Collins deserves to
be reelected (including 57 percent of Republicans). She's drawn two Democratic
challengers so far; one of them, Jordan Wood, is the former vice president of
End Citizens United and once worked as the chief of staff for former Rep. Katie
Porter (D-CA).

https://forusa.org/
mailto:safetyteam@indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org
mailto:safetyteam@indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org
http://indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org/Newsletters/Newsletter_5_9_2025/5-24%20VA%20Rally%20Flyer.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82524617784?pwd=NXVVeExscTdpd3ZlY05uTEdvaVNuUT09
https://www.unite4veterans.org/
http://indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org/Newsletters/Newsletter_5_2_2025/Standing%20Together%20for%20Democracy%20June%207th%202025.pdf
http://www.standingtogetherbi.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqfuCtqDMpGtaFuN0BdjxKbQJCUyb9IW70#/registration
https://www.mobilize.us/mobilize/event/627878/
https://www.bremertonwa.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=3517&month=5&year=2025&day=4&calType=0
https://www.bainbridgepride.org/
https://indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org/ContactOurElecteds.html
https://5calls.org/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1297
https://apnews.com/article/trump-legal-aid-unaccompanied-children-immigration-court-127a69ce69573d2d16c72a74dacef3ab
http://indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/first-female-mayor-omaha-concedes-race-likely-first-black-mayor-rcna206713
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/politics/2025/04/24/democrat-announces-bid-to-unseat-maine-sen--susan-collins


After blow back, White House says Trump’s proposal to rename Veterans Day
has been scrapped.
Chuck Schumer says he is placing a hold on Trump DOJ nominees amid
questions on Qatar's luxury jet gift.

Bad News ...

"Form a more perfect Union"

Trump’s funding cuts are unofficially halting government operations.

(Washington Post subscription required)

Newark Liberty Airport suffers third system outage in less than 2 weeks,

impacting hundreds of flights.

NIH cuts department that campaigned to reduce baby sleep deaths.

House Republicans approve amendment authorizing the sale of federal lands.

"Establish Justice"

"The End of Rule of Law," by J. Michael Luttig. (TheAtlantic.com subscription

required to read the full article)

"The Destruction of the DOJ," by Paul Rosenzweig. (TheAtlantic.com
subscription required to read the full article)

This week, Bondi/Patel shut down the FBI's public corruption unit. That's in

addition to Bondi's decisions to no longer enforce the Foreign Corrupt Practices

Act, to pare back enforcement of the Foreign Agents Registration Act and

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2025/05/05/white-house-retreat-trumps-short-lived-proposal-rename-veterans-day.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/schumer-place-hold-trump-doj-nominees-questions-qatars-luxury-jet-gift-rcna206464
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/11/trump-government-operations-halt-funding-cuts/
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/newark-liberty-international-airport-system-outage-delays-cancellations/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/05/nx-s1-5383871/trump-cuts-safe-sleep-sids-baby
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/07/g-s1-64760/house-republicans-approve-amendment-authorizing-the-sale-of-federal-lands
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/05/law-america-trump-constitution/682793/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/05/trump-destroying-doj/682681/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/open-season-corruption-fbi-shuts-205348751.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/pausing-foreign-corrupt-practices-act-enforcement-to-further-american-economic-and-national-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/pausing-foreign-corrupt-practices-act-enforcement-to-further-american-economic-and-national-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/pausing-foreign-corrupt-practices-act-enforcement-to-further-american-economic-and-national-security/
https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/ag-pam-bondi-shutters-fbis-foreign-influence-task-force-rcna191221


to disband the FBI’s Foreign Influence Task Force, the anti-kleptocracy, foreign

election interference, cryptocurrency fraud units.

The Trump regime has invited 17 members of El Chapo's family to live in the US

in return for turning on other drug traffickers in Mexico.

The ability of district federal courts to issue nationwide injunctions was argued

before the Supreme Court on Thursday. The case at issue was Trump's

executive order ending birthright citizenship. The government wants each

individual challenging Trump's executive order repealing birthright citizenship to

file a challenge in court, while the plaintiffs want nationwide injunctions to stand

on behalf of all people affected by Trump's EO.

Unable to be confirmed by the Senate as US Attorney for Washington,

DC, Trump loyalist Ed Martin is taking over the DOJ's effort to investigate

Trump's investigators. He plans to "name" and "shame" individuals the

department determines it is unable to charge with crimes. On the list: Jack

Smith, anyone who cooperated with Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg, and

New York Attorney General Letitia James, anyone in the DOJ who handled Jan.

6 cases or criminal prosecutions of anti-abortion activists.

Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL) urges feds to investigate pizzas sent to judges using

name of judge’s murdered son.

While Pam Bondi continues to stall on releasing the Epstein files, Virginia

Giuffre, trafficked by Ghislaine Maxwell for the benefit of Prince Andrew and

Epstein, died by apparent suicide on April 25.

The DOJ is investigating James Comey for posting a picture of some shells that

spell out 8647.

Watch Sen. Patty Murray grill Kash Patel on his failure to bring a budget for the

FBI to the budget hearing for the FBI.

"Insure domestic Tranquility"

The GOP was unable to get Trump's "One Big Beautiful Bill" out of the
House Budget committee today.

Chip Roy (R-TX), Josh Brecheen (R-OK), Andrew Clyde (R-GA), Ralph

Norman (R-SC), and Lloyd Smucker, R-PA) voted the bill down, as did

all Democrats on the House Budget Committee.

Roy supports Trump's $5 trillion in tax cuts for the uber wealthy but

decries the $20 trillion the budget bill will add to the national debt. He

opposes delaying new the Medicaid work requirements until 2029 (after

Trump is out of office).

The House GOP figured out a way to screw over people who aren't

married but have dependent children. Currently, people aged 18 to 54 can

receive SNAP benefits if they fulfill the work requirement; their SNAP

benefit is bigger if they have a dependent under the age of 18. Under

SNAP "reform," people receiving SNAP must work until they are 64 and

https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/trump-white-house-pauses-enforcement-international-anti-bribery-laws-rcna191660
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/03/27/trump-allies-disbanded-prosecution-unit-kleptocracy/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2025/02/16/trump-election-interference-federal-cisa
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2025/02/16/trump-election-interference-federal-cisa
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/08/us/politics/doj-disbands-crypto-unit.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/sinaloa-cartel-leader-family-enters-us-deal-trump-administration-mexico/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/supreme-court-hears-trumps-challenge-to-birthright-citizenship-and-judicial-constraints
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/doj-weaponization-group-will-shame-individuals-cant-charge-crimes-new-rcna206553
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/federal-investigation-pizza-deliveries-judges_n_681a0193e4b09d0e11f86cad
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cql67qk0dd3o
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/may/16/8647-meaning-james-comey-instagram-trump
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytJg3xF5JGY&pp=ygUhUGF0dHkgbXVycmF5IHF1ZXN0aW9ucyBrYXNoIHBhdGVs0gcJCYYJAYcqIYzv
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/chip-roy-trump-tax-cuts-20331129.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/chip-roy-trump-tax-cuts-20331129.php
https://www.rawstory.com/snap-2672000533/


their dependents are no older than 7. However, the new work

requirements don't apply if the adult with the dependent child is married

and lives with someone who already complies with the new regulations.

"Moderate" Mike Lawler (R-NY) represents a congressional district that

Harris won; he wants full deductibility of state and local taxes in the budge

bill but he and two other representatives of districts that Harris won are

not on the Budget Committee (Don Bacon (R-NE) and Brian Fitzpatrick

(R-PA).)

What's in the bill:

It raises the debt limit by $4 trillion.

Temporarily through 2028, no tax on tips, no tax on overtime and

auto loan interest is deductible.

Unknown: tax on Social Security benefits. Note that since 1983, the

tax on Social Security benefits goes back into the Social Security

Trust Fund. Since 1993 some of the tax on Social Security

goes into Medicare's Hospital Insurance Trust Fund.

The deductibility of state and local taxes is increased from $10,000

to $30,000 for joint filers making less than $400,000/year.

It makes "permanent" the tax cuts of 2017.

It includes a temporary $2,000 boost to the standard deduction,

bringing it to $32,000 for joint filers, a temporary $500 increase in

the child tax credit, bringing it to $2,500.

The estate tax exemption is raised to $15 million.

New work requirements for Medicaid that don't kick in until 2029;

it's not clear if the requirements are the same as for SNAP.

It allows the Trump administration to remove the tax-exempt status

of nonprofits that it says support terrorism.

It eliminates the $200 tax on gun silencers.

For parents or guardians who open new “MAGA” accounts for their

children, the federal government will contribute $1,000 for babies

born between Jan. 1, 2024 and Dec. 31, 2028.

At Trump's insistence the bill is actually called the "One Big

Beautiful Bill Act."  

The Congressional Budget Office estimates that the bill will cause 8.6

million Americans to lose Medicaid or ACA coverage over the next ten

years.

"Provide for the common defence"

The Pentagon spent at least $21 million on flights to Guantanamo, which

currently holds 32 migrants.

By insisting that military spending receive increases only through budget

reconciliation, as opposed to the annual National Defense Authorization Act,

https://www.msnbc.com/top-stories/latest/marjorie-taylor-greene-lawler-salt-budget-trump-rcna207104
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/whats-inside-the-house-gops-budget-bill-heres-a-look
https://thehill.com/business/budget/5296087-house-gop-debt-limit-increase/
https://www.ssa.gov/oact/progdata/taxbenefits.html
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/energy-and-commerce-medicaid-reconciliation_n_682200b8e4b0d06d2434b23d
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/pentagon-spent-least-21-million-flights-guantanamo-currently-holds-32-rcna206187


head of the Office of Management and Budget, Russ Vought, has apparently

pulled the rug from beneath Sec. of Defense Hegseth's feet, causing GOP

lawmakers to be 'shocked' that Hegseth's promises of increased military

spending are not being made good.

"Promote the general Welfare"

The Economy
Tariffs

Trump blinked last weekend and reduced tariffs on most Chinese

goods to 30%. China, in turn, lowered its tariffs on U.S. imports

from 125% to 10%. The reductions will hold for the next 90 days

while negotiations continue.

Jamie Dimond, CEO of JP Morgan Chase, says there's still a near

50% chance of recession thanks to the Trump tariffs.

With tariffs on China at 30%, the average annual cost of tariffs per

household is now estimated to be $2,800.

Today, Trump said the US will unilaterally set new tariff rates by

sending out letters to 150 countries, apparently because his team

can't get the deals done by August 10 (90 days from May 12).

Tariffs hit baby car seats, strollers and cribs with $50 and

$100 price increases.

US reports lackluster April retail sales as tariffs start to dampen

demand.

Consumer confidence falls to lowest level in 3 years amid inflation

fears.

U.S.-U.K. trade deal doesn’t do much for American car shoppers.

Bloomberg analysts expect Trump's tariffs on China to continue

until late 2025. 

"While much lower than before the thaw this week, the

current rate is high enough to wipe out 70 percent of Chinese

shipments to the worlds largest economy in the medium

term, Bloomberg economics has projected."

While appearing on MSNBC's Deadline Whitehouse

today, University of Michigan economics professor Justin

Wolffers said that before Trump started the trade war, US

tariffs on Chinese products were, on average, 8 percent.

China tariff ‘stacking' pushes true cost of import taxes well

above 30% on many consumer products: For

example, bathing suits (54.9%), baby dresses (41.5%).

On Friday, Moody’s downgraded US credit rating from Aaa to Aa1, citing

growth in government debt. The downgrade will increase borrowing costs

for the government.

https://www.rawstory.com/hegseth-pentagon-budget-promise/
https://www.rawstory.com/hegseth-pentagon-budget-promise/
https://time.com/7285316/us-china-trump-tariff-rates-de-minimis-low-value-imports/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/15/economy/dimon-recession-tariffs
http://indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org/Newsletters/Newsletter_5_9_2025/CostOfTariffs.jpg
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/may/16/trump-us-tariff-rates-trading-partners
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/05/07/car-seats-cribs-shortages-tariffs/
http://indivisiblebainbridgeisland.org/Newsletters/Newsletter_5_9_2025/BabyPrices.jpg
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-retail-sales-barely-rise-april-2025-05-15/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/michigan-consumer-sentiment-index-may-2025/
https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/advice/u-s-u-k-trade-deal-doesnt-do-much-for-american-car-shoppers
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-05-16/trump-s-china-tariffs-seen-staying-at-30-through-late-2025
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/business/money-report/china-tariff-stacking-pushes-true-cost-of-import-taxes-well-above-30-on-many-consumer-products/4186892/
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/05/16/moodys-downgrades-united-states-credit-rating-on-increase-in-government-debt.html


The Nov. 22-23 G20 Meeting
The White House has banned U.S. agencies from all work on the

next G-20 in South Africa. Trump, Rubio and Musk are snubbing

South Africa for its effort to rebalance land ownership. As of 2022,

white South Africans were 8% of the country's population and

owned about 72% of the land, leaving most Black South Africans

stuck in impoverished townships despite apartheid's "end" in 1994.

Musk, a native of South Africa, calls the legislation "racist" and

"white genocide." Trump/Rubio are also offended by the G20's

theme: Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability.

Trump/Rubio expelled the South African ambassador to the U.S. in

March for being "a race-baiting politician."

South Africa's president, Cyril Ramaphosa is set to arrive in

Washington on a working visit that includes a high-level meeting

with Trump on May 21.

Immigration
Trump shut down the asylum process on Jan. 23, but this week the Trump

regime welcomed 59 white South African "refugees" into the US.

Video captures 12-year-old stranded after ICE raid.

More immigration news under the Fifth Amendment, below.

Health
Trump’s executive order on drug prices isn’t what it seems. Trump claims

his EO will force Big Pharma to lower prescription drug prices paid by

Americans to match the prices paid in other countries.

HHS Sec. RFK Jr. and his two of his grandchildren swam in a polluted

Washington, DC creek this week.

This week, Trump fired all 3 Democrats on the Consumer Product Safety

Commission. They are suing.

Education
The DOJ is investigating Harvard admissions to ensure their procedures

comply with the 2023 Supreme Court's affirmative action ruling.

Why this Harvard professor debated JD Vance's guru, Curtis Yarvin. Who

is Curtis Yarvin and why is he so dangerous?

================================================================

Article I, Section 9, Clause 8 of the U.S. Constitution, states: "no Person holding
any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of Congress,
accept of any present, Emolument, Office or Title, of any kind whatever, from any
King, Prince, or foreign state."

https://thehill.com/policy/international/5300421-white-house-federal-agencies-g-20-summit-south-africa-afrikaners/
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/oct/21/why-are-south-african-cities-still-segregated-after-apartheid
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/south-africa-racist-white-farmers-trump-musk-genocide-ramaphosa-rcna190749
https://g20.org/g20-south-africa/g20-logo-and-theme/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-south-africa-rubio-ambassador-musk-pollak-f8bad19709f437e4076fbb56ef94b9df
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/white-south-africans-arrive-us-refugees-protected-trumps-carve-rcna206373
https://www.rawstory.com/ice-arrest-2672009437/
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/trump-drug-price-executive-order-big-pharma-rcna206289
https://www.msnbc.com/top-stories/latest/rfk-jr-rock-creek-swimming-grandkids-sewage-rcna206502
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/09/nx-s1-5393374/trump-consumer-product-safety-commission-cpsc-firing
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/5304091-harvard-admission-policies-investigated/
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/why-i-debated-curtis-yarvin-at-harvard-democracy-monarchy-race-hierarchy-9860aade
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23373795/curtis-yarvin-neoreaction-redpill-moldbug
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23373795/curtis-yarvin-neoreaction-redpill-moldbug


Qatar's $400 million gift to Trump is a 13-year old plane it's been trying to dump

for years that would involve installing multiple top-secret systems, cost over $1

billion and take years to complete.

Trump's Middle-Eastern tour consisted of stops in Qatar (where Qatar's first

Trump-branded real estate project was announced in late April), the United Arab

Emirates (where a Trump-branded skyscraper hotel and residential

complex may finally be underway after first being announced in 2005; this is a

partnership with Nakheel, a UAE government-owned company) and Saudi

Arabia (where in December 2024, the Trump Organization announced plans to

build a second tower). Saudi Arabia has promised to invest $600 billion in the

United States over the next four years.

Trump fell asleep during the festivities.

On the same trip, Trump signed a $1.4 billion arms sale to the UAE consisting

of six CH-47F Chinook Helicopters and a maintenance agreement for F-16

fighters. Qatar jumped in with a $96 billion purchase of Boeing 787s and 777Xs.

Trump also announced that he's lifting sanctions on Syria, surprising US Dept. of

Treasury staff and some in Israel. The announcement was preceded by a four-

hour meeting between Jonathan Bass, a pro-Trump activist, and Syrian

President Ahmed al-Sharaa in Damascus on April 30. That meeting included

discussion of a Trump Tower in Damascus and US access to Syrian oil and gas

reserves in the manner of the minerals deal with Ukraine. 

"Corruption and a Security Catastrophe in Plane Sight," by Garrett Graff.

What Trump wants: an end to fighting in Gaza (presumably so he or the US can

"take over" and "own" the Gaza Strip), stop Iran's advances toward becoming a

nuclear power and persuade Saudi Arabia to normalize relations with Israel by

joining the Abraham Accords. Apparently even Trump recognizes that unless

you're an arms dealer, it's hard to make money during war. The author of this

article says the three countries are lavishing Trump with money so they can turn

down his future requests.

Qatar has hosted Hamas leaders since 2012 and hosted the most senior Hamas

leader outside Gaza, Khalil al-Hayya, and other key figures after the Oct. 7

massacre. Since Trump's win in November, Qatar has encouraged them to leave

and they are keeping their locations secret to avoid embarrassing host countries,

such as, possibly Erdogan's Turkey (another Trump favorite authoritarian).

On the question of who stood to benefit from Oct. 7, western intelligence

turns its gaze to Qatar.

https://www.newsweek.com/qatar-gift-trump-unsold-plane-2072564
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/turning-qatari-747-air-force-one-cost-1-billion-take-years-experts-say-rcna206582
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/qatari-diar-dar-global-introduce-trumps-first-real-estate-development-qatar-2025-04-29/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trump_International_Hotel_and_Tower_(Dubai)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trump_International_Hotel_and_Tower_(Dubai)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nakheel_Properties
https://www.reuters.com/world/trump-organization-plans-second-saudi-arabian-tower-regional-expansion-2024-12-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/trump-organization-plans-second-saudi-arabian-tower-regional-expansion-2024-12-12/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/10/nx-s1-5379998/why-trump-focusing-business-deals-middle-east-trip
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/YDaBjGqJm1E
https://www.rawstory.com/trump-uae-crypto-arms-sale/
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-syria-sanctions-reversal-treasury-surprise/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-syria-sanctions-reversal-treasury-surprise/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/15/nx-s1-5398091/trump-says-hes-lifting-sanctions-on-syria-confusing-some-allies-in-israel
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-tower-syria-sanctions-meeting-b2750667.html
https://www.doomsdayscenario.co/p/corruption-and-a-security-catastrophe-in-plane-sight-c5cd67a113caf678
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/10/nx-s1-5379998/why-trump-focusing-business-deals-middle-east-trip
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First Amendment

Mike Lee's (R-UT) obscenity bill would make Game of Thrones illegal.

Fifth Amendment

Much of the litigation on Trump's deportations has centered on due process as
enshrined in the Fifth Amendment.

https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/mike-lee-obscenity-bill-free-speech-project-2025-rcna206388
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/S5CI_BjvRy4


Venezuelans detained in Texas and Louisiana
On Friday, by a vote of 7 to 2 (Alito and Thomas), the Supreme
Court barred the Trump administration from quickly resuming
deportations of Venezuelans under the Alien Enemies Act. With this
decision, the court did NOT decide whether use of the Alien
Enemies Act is constitutional (although Kavanaugh in his
concurrence wanted to decide that). SCOTUS also left it up to the
5th Circuit Court of Appeals to decide how many days notice is
required to meet the due process requirements of the Fifth
Amendment, saying only that 24 hours is not long enough. This
decision does not apply to the 238 Venezuelans already rendered
to CECOT, said Lisa Rubin on MSNBC's Deadline Whitehouse.
That's being handled in a different case, she said. It's likely that she
meant Judge Boasberg, who is still in the process of deciding
whether he has jurisdiction. 
Earlier this week, Trump got a win when a Trump-appointed judge,
Stephanie Haines, became the first jurist to explicitly endorse
Trump's use of the Alien Enemies Act to render Venezuelans out of
the country. However, even Judge Haines required the Trump
regime to give three weeks notice for migrants to challenge their
deportation. She also rejected the Trump regime's claim that merely
migrating to the United States unlawfully is a "predatory incursion"
as defined by the law.

Kilmar Abrego Garcia
Today, Judge Paula Xinis held a hearing in which DOJ
lawyers claimed that "state secrets" allow them to withhold
information regarding efforts to facilitate the return of a Salvadoran
man to the United States.
Watch this interview with Sen. Chris Van Hollen in which he
discusses how he got to travel to El Salvador and talk with Abrego
Garcia.

Tenth Amendment

Lawyers for Judge Hannah Dugan (who was indicted this week for concealing a
person from arrest and obstruction) filed a motion to dismiss her case.
Her lawyers say the government’s case is “virtually unprecedented and entirely
unconstitutional — it violates the Tenth Amendment and fundamental principles
of federalism.”

=================================================================

Talk for Thought

Watch Rachel Maddow's interview with Ezra Levin, co-founder of Indivisible.

https://apnews.com/article/trump-supreme-court-venezuelans-deportations-c1dc29a89faa173593f5d42b62aa8276
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2025/05/07/judge-boasberg-el-salvador-prison-deal-trump
https://www.rawstory.com/aaron-reichlin-melnick/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-administration/kilmar-abrego-garcia-hearing-trump-attorneys-el-salvador-deportation-rcna207346
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2Y5XdnhKgM&pp=QAFIAQ%3D%3D
https://www.newsweek.com/judge-cites-trump-supreme-court-immunity-ruling-bid-dismiss-ice-case-2072333
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JE0zFzwELtc&pp=QAFIAQ%3D%3D


Watch New York AG Letitia James answer to a reporter's question (fast forward

to 9:30)
Watch Tim Miller's interview with Ezra Levin and Leah Greenburg, founders of

Indivisible: "SILENCE is Trump’s Greatest Ally"

Watch Robert Reich's interview with Emily Feiner, the woman who was carried

out of Mike Lawler's (R-NY) town hall for asking a question. (Starts at 35:00)

Weird and Wacky

Texas GOP wants to ban kids from playing dress-up.

Trump calls for famed Alcatraz prison to be reopened, expanded.

Watching Escape from Alcatraz evidently prompted this decision. 

=================================================================

In Washington State

Tesla, Netflix and Philip Morris are among companies pushing WA governor to

veto taxes. Gov. Ferguson has until Tuesday to act.

Tolling delay on I-5 bridge could mean higher rates for Washington and Oregon

drivers.

Washington will offer special education to students longer under new law.

Rural-focused organization launches effort to address infrastructure needs in

rural WA

In the World

In Europe

Elections in Poland, Portugal, and Romania on "Super Sunday" will give a

picture of the political direction on the continent: whether voters are

leaning toward pro EU or more nationalist candidates, and their reactions

to Trump’s policies. Poland is seeing evidence of Russian-inspired cyber-

attacks designed to influence the results.

The UK and EU may be looking for a post-Brexit reset in talks beginning

next week.

The controversial inclusion of Israel in Eurovision parallels public

broadcasting woes in the US.

Ukraine
Zelenskyy welcomed Russian overtures, but said a ceasefire must come

before peace talks.

The first direct Russia-Ukraine peace talks yielded nothing except a

prisoner swap. Putin did not attend, sending a deputy, causing Ukraine to

also send a lower level delegation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KQwPw9p7vU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrxOh3kDf58&pp=QAFIAg%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auc_x9lq9Tk
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/video-shows-woman-being-carried-out-of-mike-lawler-town-hall-238922309657
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/video-shows-woman-being-carried-out-of-mike-lawler-town-hall-238922309657
https://www.salon.com/2025/05/12/texas-wants-to-ban-kids-from-playing-dress-up-yes-really/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/live-updates/trump-admin-live-updates-border-czar-brief-securing?id=121230740&entryId=121392522
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/politics-news/trump-reopen-alcatraz-escape-from-alcatraz-pbs-1236207822/
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2025/05/16/tesla-netflix-philip-morris-among-those-pushing-wa-governor-for-tax-vetoes/
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2025/05/16/tolling-delay-on-i-5-bridge-could-mean-higher-rates-for-washington-and-oregon-drivers/
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2025/05/15/washington-will-offer-special-education-to-students-longer-under-new-law/
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2025/05/16/rural-focused-organization-launches-effort-to-address-infrastructure-needs-in-rural-wa/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2025/may/16/poland-presidential-elections-super-sunday-portugal-romania-albania-europe-live-news-updates
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/16/uk-eu-summit-will-be-step-on-path-to-better-relations-says-rachel-reeves
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/may/16/israel-eurovision-gaza-european-broadcasting-union
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/11/nx-s1-5394923/russia-direct-talks-ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/16/russia-ukraine-meet-first-direct-talks-since-2022-instanbul


Trump undercut Russia-Ukraine talks by claiming nothing will happen until

he meets with Putin.

An Australian man captured while fighting for Ukraine was jailed for 13

years by the Russian puppet government in east Ukraine.

Analysis by The Guardian: Russia-Ukraine talks are just a performance

for Trump.

Analysis by the BBC: Why did Russia Invade Ukraine?

Ukrainian Cup final between Shaktar and Dynamo Kyiv brings some

normalcy and hope. 

Gaza
More than 370 Palestinians were killed by Israel this week, as the UN

continues to warn of imminent mass starvation.

Israeli strikes across Gaza kill 80, hospitals and rescuers say.

As Gaza starves, U.S.-Israeli plan would further weaponize food.

Gaza parents desperate as children face starvation under Israeli

blockade.

Entire Gaza population at critical risk of famine, UN-backed assessment

says.

US-Israeli hostage reunites with family after being freed by Hamas.
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